While termed 'environmental impact assessment', factors such as human health are regularly assessed within EIA, and stakeholder engagement activity is core to the process. As such, while EIA has clear social elements within how it is practised, in the UK it remains framed within an environmental context. Within the risk management frameworks of international financial institutions (e.g. the World Bank), EIA is often explicitly expanded to 'environmental and social impact assessment' (ESIA), addressing issues such as labour rights, involuntary resettlement and impacts on indigenous peoples.
EIA is an ongoing process: the collection and assessment of environmental information, the preparation of an environmental statement (ES), consultation with a wide range of parties and the consideration of the environmental information. This information is then taken into account in the determination of the application for development approval (undertaken by the authorising body). Early and continued stakeholder engagement is encouraged between the promoter, the authorising body, other consultees and the public. The process identifies the potential significant effects on the environment, and develops appropriate options for their mitigation.
Environmental Impact Assessment Handbook Carroll, B, Fothergill, J, Murphy, J and Turpin, T ISBN 978-0-7277-6141-5 http://dx.doi.org/10.1680/eiah3e.61415.001 ICE Publishing: All rights reserved ''The aim of Environmental Impact Assessment is to protect the environment by ensuring that a local planning authority when deciding whether to grant planning permission for a project, which is likely to have significant effects on the environment, does so in the full knowledge of the likely significant effects, and takes this into account in the decision-making process'' -MHCLG (2019a)
Key fact
Environmental issues are not necessarily a constraint on development: environmental enhancements or opportunities can improve development and can facilitate sustainable development
effects on the environment, either on its own or cumulatively with other developments.
Thresholds and criteria -Schedule 2
On the assumption that development outside of sensitive areas carries a lower risk of significant impact, planning authorities are not required to screen all developments that fall within the broad category definitions set out in Schedule 2. The EIA Regulations take a risk-based approach by setting out thresholds/criteria (Table 2. 2) related to each sub-category of the 13 development types, listed in the second column of the schedule's table.
Where a development proposal is below or outside of the specified threshold or criterion, the project is effectively exempt from the need for screening and will not require EIA. As noted above, the exception to this is that the EIA Regulations provide the secretary of state (or the devolved administration) with the power to require any development, no matter its scale, to undertake an EIA.
Many of the thresholds are based on the land area required for the proposed development, with others based on the development's height, or its distance to controlled Environmental Impact Assessment Handbook 
The mitigation process is an iterative one, continuous throughout the project design development. All options for mitigation should be considered at all stages of the potential project -construction, operation/occupation, decommissioning and restoration. Each stage should be included within the ES. The identification and incorporation of mitigation can only be effective if the EIA coordinator is engaged from the start.
A more recent development in UK EIA practice has been the uptake of terminology that aims to categorise mitigation in relation to how it relates to the development. This categorisation into primary, secondary and tertiary mitigation is intended to be used alongside the mitigation hierarchy, which should remain as the key guiding principle in developing mitigation. The three terms are defined by IEMA (2015b) as follows g primary(/inherent) mitigation is an intrinsic part of the project design -it should be described in the design evolution narrative and included within the project description g secondary(/foreseeable) mitigation requires further activity in order to achieve the anticipated outcome -typically, this will be described within the topic chapters of the ES, but often it is secured through planning conditions and/or management plans g tertiary(/inexorable) mitigation will be required regardless of any EIA assessment, as it is imposed as a result of other legislative requirements and/or standard sectoral practices.
These categories are expanded upon in Table 3 .3.
The descriptions of proposed mitigation need to be precise and clear, if a planning authority is to rely upon them for setting planning conditions in any subsequent approval (see below). The impacts remaining after mitigation and for which no mitigation is proposed or possible -the residual impacts -should be clearly identified, as these are the predicted impacts of the proposed development.
Any uncertainty should be reported, and monitoring proposals, to identify the actual effects and help correct any deficiencies in mitigation, should also be stated (see Section 3.5.3).
To help identify whether a proposed mitigatory action is feasible, issues such as its practicability, technological requirements and deployment cost all need to be considered and understood. The flow diagram (Figure 3.4) is a useful tool in helping identify whether mitigation is both necessary and deliverable.
Environmental Impact Assessment Handbook 
Guiding principle
When developing mitigation, consider the following principles alongside the mitigation hierarchy g the precautionary principle g preventative action should be taken g environmental damage should be rectified at source g the polluter should pay 
7.7.
Climate change 7.7.1 Introduction Climate change is widely recognised as being one of the greatest economic, environmental and social challenges facing the world today. As a consequence of climate change, temperatures will continue to increase, with more droughts and heatwaves, sea levels will continue to rise and precipitation patterns will change, with more risk of flooding. Hurricanes and cyclones are likely to become stronger and more intense, and the risk of wildfires greater. Impacts on natural and human systems, which are being experienced already across the globe, include a reduction in the diversity of ecosystems and even species extinction, the disruption of food production and water supply, damage to infrastructure and settlements, and consequences for mental health and human wellbeing, including greater risk of illness and even death.
There is a need to consider climate change in EIA for the following reasons g Climate change has become a more-important issue in policy and plan making, and this should be reflected in project level assessment and decisionmaking processes. g Climate change will continue to cause damage to the environment and to compromise economic development. It is therefore appropriate to assess the impact of projects on climate, including measures to avoid or reduce the generation of greenhouse gas emissions (climate mitigation) and also the vulnerability/resilience of projects to climate change (climate adaptation).
Climate change is a relatively new topic in EIA. Guidance is evolving, and there is also no prescribed way in which climate change should be incorporated into an ES, with some incorporating climate change in existing chapters (from policy context and review of alternatives through to the individual impact assessments) and others preferring to pull together all relevant considerations in a single chapter. It is therefore important that EIA practitioners continue to approach the assessment of climate change with 'a good heart', debate methodological challenges and share examples of good practice.
7.7.2
Key information -regulations, standards and stakeholders There are strong international and national regulatory policy drivers for taking action to address climate change. These include but are not limited to the following g The Paris Agreement (UN, 2015) . In December 2015, 196 
Key fact
Adaptation is the process that a receptor or project has to go through to ensure it maintains its resilience to climate change Mitigation refers to measures included in a project to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, and is not to be confused with the broader application of the term 'mitigation' in EIA
Links to key consultees, organisations and stakeholders across the UK'S EIA regimes Devolution, however, has led to variation and differences across the UK. While a small number of EIA regulations apply across the whole of the UK, such as the Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (SI 2017/ 588), engagement will always be required with the most relevant administration in the part of the UK where the proposed development is located. As such, the first section of this appendix (UK-wide EIA bodies) focuses on EIA practice-related professional bodies, followed by other UK-wide stakeholders. Government department and statutory consultee links and contact details are then provided under the heading for each of the UK's nations.
UK-wide EIA bodies
Contact information is provided for UK-wide EIA-related professional bodies/ institutions, followed by details of other national stakeholders, including key non-governmental organisations and university departments noted for their specialism in EIA.
EIA professional/networking organisations g IEMA (formerly: Institute for Environmental Management and Assessment (1999-2017) , and Institute for Environmental Assessment (1990-99) 
